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SENATOR CUDABACK: The committee amendments are no t  adopted.

CLERK: Mr. President, S e nator Wi c k e r s h a m  w o u l d  m o v e  to amend
with AM3136. (Legislative Journal page 997.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Wickersham, you' r e  o p e n  to...open
t o . . . y o u ' r e  re c o g n i z e d  to open on AM3136.

S E N ATOR WICKERSHAM: Th a n k  you, Mr. President. Now, I think I
might be able to k now wh e r e  I'm at and be able to s u g gest to you 
where we shou l d  go, and, obviously, I th i n k  t hat w e  sho u l d  adopt 
this amendment. Now, one of t h e . ..one of the t h i n g s  that you 
will hear about this amendment, I presume, is t h a t  it has not 
had a publ i c  hearing, and that's true. Bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  for all 
intents and purposes, this amendment has h a d  a g o o d  public 
airing. And I expect it to get a little bi t  m o r e  of that today 
so I'm h o p i n g  t hat th e  airi n g  will s u b s titute for th e  hearing 
and that we will be able to go on our w a y  w i t h o u t  troubling 
ourselves too m u c h  about that formal part of our p r o c e s s . I can 
tell you that the amendment ha d  a d i s c u s s i o n  in th e  Revenue 
Committee. We ha d  an expl a n a t i o n  of the a m e n d m e n t  b y  the Tax 
Commissioner, and that the amendment is s u p p o r t e d  by many 
members of the R e v e n u e  Committee. T he amend m e n t  t hat has had 
this publ i c  airing is a p roposal by the G o v e r n o r  to cause the 
b e n e f i c iaries of the E conomic Deve l o p m e n t  Incentive Programs to 
share in a re s o l u t i o n  of our bud g e t  problems. The Governor, I 
think, w i s e l y  r e c o gnized that if we are to get to a resolution 
of our fiscal problems, that it was a p p r o p r i a t e  to ask many 
b en e f i c i a r i e s  of the state's ta x  and fiscal pol i c i e s  to 
contribute. And, qu i t e  frankly, this k i n d  of a p r o p o s a l  was one 
of the r e asons that I was w i l l i n g  to s u pport L B  898. I'm 
w i l ling to suggest to some of m y  consti t u e n t s  that, yes, we 
might have to raise p r o p e r t y  taxes, but I'm also g o i n g  to be 
able to tell t hem that the b usiness c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  have been 
ben e f i c i a r i e s  in a wide range of ways, and in v e r y  significant 
amounts of dollars, have also contributed, and t h a t  none of us 
are immune in this di s c u s s i o n  from the h a r d  d e c i s i o n s  that we 
have to make. Now, I suppose that the d e c i s i o n  to step u p  to 
the pl a t e  is n e v e r  an easy one, and it is n e v e r  one that we 
expect p e o p l e  to make voluntarily. I w o n ' t  h a v e  a n y b o d y  that 
tells me t hat I w ill v o l u n t a r i l y  pa y  more p r o p e r t y  ta x  so that
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